
RTO Made an Impact
On student experiences and their learning



Data Collection

We compared results from:

● Students of faculty who completed the RTO 
● Students of faculty who did not complete the RTO

Pratt Fall 2020 Student Survey

The purpose of this brief survey was to 
find out about students’ online and/or 
hybrid learning experiences during the 
Fall 2020 semester. 

Pratt Fall 2020 Course Evaluations
The course evaluation is used as the 
process of gathering information about the 
impact of learning and of teaching practice 
on student learning.



Student Survey - Overview of results

Students whose faculty completed the RTO were more 
satisfied with their online learning, rated their professors 

more positively as competent online teachers, reported 
stronger connection with their peers, and felt that their 

professors were better supporting their overall wellbeing - 
compared students from the rest of Pratt faculty.



RTO Impact on Student Experiences
Pratt Fall 2020 Student Survey

We expected differences between students whose faculty completed the RTO compared 
students from the rest of Pratt faculty for the following questions:

Expected higher/more frequent responses:

● What is your experience taking courses this 
semester thus far? 

● My professors understood how to teach 
well online

● My professors supported my learning and 
well-being

● I was able to connect with my classmates 
online

● I am better able to balance my learning with 
my other responsibilities

Expected lower/less frequent responses:

● My professors have not found effective ways to 
support my learning online 

● I am not clear on what I am supposed to do in 
my courses 

Expected more frequency of positive words:

● Three words that describe your overall learning 
experience 



Higher Overall Online Learning Experience

Students of RTO faculty: 29% Better than Expected; 15% Worse than expected
Students of other faculty: 21% Better than Expected; 23% Worse than expected



RTO had an impact in ALL categories

My professor understood how to teach well online

My professor understood how to teach well online



RTO had an impact in ALL categories

I’m better able to balance my learning with my other responsibilities

I was able to connect with my classmates



RTO had an impact in ALL categories

My professor have not found effective ways to support my learning online

I am not clear on what I’m supposed to do in my course



3 Words that describe your learning: Non-RTO



3 Words that describe your learning: RTO



Fall 2020 Student Survey:  Statistically Significant 
Differences in 8 different categories 

Including...

● Virtual pin up or collaborative spaces 
to share work and feedback

● Accessing my grades online

● Mental Health services

● Services to improve your physical 
health



Course Evaluations  - Overview of results

Students whose faculty completed the RTO rated their instructor 
as having promoted a constructive classroom climate, 

stimulated their interest in learning, and provided feedback 
in a timely manner.  Students of RTO faculty also rated their 

courses as having improved their understanding of the 
subject matter, problem solving skills, effective 

communication skills and research skills compared students 
from the rest of Pratt faculty.



RTO Impact on Student Learning
Pratt Fall 2020 Course Evaluations

We expected differences between students whose faculty completed the RTO compared 
students from the rest of Pratt faculty for the following questions:

● The instructor promoted a constructive classroom climate
● The instructor was available outside of class
● The instructor made the goal of the course clear
● The instructor stimulated my interest
● The instructor provided feedback in a timely manner
● The instructor utilized the class time well
● The quality of assigned work was appropriate to goals of the course

There were statistically significant differences in all the above questions



All that and more…  

Including:
● The course improved my understanding of the 

subject matter
● The course helped me improve my problem solving 

skills
● I learned to communicate more effectively by taking 

this course
● This course improved my ability to work well with 

others
● The course improved my ability to do research to 

complete course requirements
● etc.

We found statistically significant differences in 20 categories, 
including those that pertain to student learning.



Please contact us for more information:  ctl@pratt.edu  

mailto:ctl@pratt.edu

